LInschoten? Laval^ Valle

and pleasing conceit, compared his action to
that of a more famous if more mythical tra-
veller than della Valle. The parallel which they
draw between the deed of the latter-day
Italian and that of the filial founder of the race
of his I^oman ancestors is not by any means
devoid of point. His act of devotion completed,
Pietro della Valle felt himself free to let his
fancy wander. It perhaps a little spoils the
poetry of della VaUe's devotion, but it was not
an unfitting termination to his Eastern travels
that for his second wife he should have taken
the lady who had accompanied him dur-
ing almost their whole course, in attendance^
first on his Armenian wife, and then on her
corpse.

From one point of view there is nothing
that gives us such an insight into the com-
paratively high state of civilisation in India
during the medieval period as the immunity
with which strangers from a foreign country
were able to take their womenfolk with them
on their travels in India, In the fifteenth cen-
tury we saw Conti doing so with perfect safety;
at the beginning of the seventeenth Pietro della
Valle supplies us with a second example. Had
the positions been reversed, and an Indian tra-
veller attempted to travel with his family
through any of the more civilised countries of
Europe between the beginning of the fifteenth
and the close of the sixteenth century, it Is